
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 25, 2009 
 
 
Theme:  Extending Christ’s Kingdom 
 
Vision Lab:  Helping, and Learning from, the Hurting 
“Discuss the practical ways to care for and learn from the hurting around us, including 
opportunities to get involved in mercy and justice ministries.” 
 
 
Scriptural Foundations: 

1. Ephesians 2:8-10 
2. Zechariah 7:8-10 
3. Matthew 25:31-46 
4. Galatians 2:1-2, 9-10 
5. Acts 10:1-8 

 
 
Types of Ministries 

1.  Mercy/Charity/Compassion Ministries 
2. Justice Ministries 

 
 

Key Points 
1. God does command us to respond to the needs of those we see around us, whether or not 

there appear to be opportunities for evangelism.   
2. There are many, many opportunities that present themselves, ranging from caring for 

neighbors and friends when they are sick and hurting, to becoming involved in ministries 
created by the church and other organizations, to starting your own. 

3. If you are like me, we need to constantly be encouraging each other to responding to 
these opportunities and calls.   

 
 
Panelists and Discussion 
  



 
Scripture Passages 

 
Ephesians 2:8-10:  8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
Zechariah 7:8-10:   8 And the word of the LORD came again to Zechariah: 9 "This is what the LORD 
Almighty says: 'Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. 10 Do not oppress the 
widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each other.' 
 
Matthew 25:31-46:   31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will 
sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the sheep on his 
right and the goats on his left. 34"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, 
I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 37"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger 
and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?39   When did we see you sick or in prison and go to 
visit you?' 40"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me.'41"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me 
in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after 
me.'44"They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing 
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 45"He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did 
not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 46"Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 

Galatians 2:1-2, 9-10:   1Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I 
took Titus along also. 2I went in response to a revelation and set before them the gospel that I preach 
among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running 
or had run my race in vain…9James, Peter[a] and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas 
the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go 
to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. 10All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, 
the very thing I was eager to do. 

Acts 10:1-8:    1At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the 
Italian Regiment. 2He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in 
need and prayed to God regularly. 3One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly 
saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!" 4Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, 
Lord?" he asked.  The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial 
offering before God. 5Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 6He 
is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea." 7When the angel who spoke to him had 
gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 8He told 
them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%202:9-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29075a

